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1. Claims 1-16 are pending in this application. 

2. Claims 2, 4, and 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: apparent 
typing error. Appropriate correction is required: 

a) "and/or or" claim 2, line 3; 

b) "the transmission of during", claim 4, line 3; 

c) "viz.", claim 5, line 2. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

A. The following words or phrases are not clearly understood rendering the claims 
unclear or vague: 

a) "a dedicated server (5)", claim 1 , line 8. It is unclear what the term dedicated 
is referring to in specifying a dedicated server. Common network components, e.g. 
firewalls, routers, or gateways may be considered dedicated in a data communication 
network, hence, it is unclear what is special about the claimed server to make it a 
dedicated server. 

b) "and/or interfoliated realized steps", claim 2, lines 2-3, and claim 3, line 15, the 
meaning is unclear. 
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c) "the specific processing", and "processing a file specifically for one or more 
users", claim 1, lines 14-16; and claim 3, lines 28-30. The first "specific" refers to the 
process, while the second "specific" refers to the user, and both are not related. 

d) "consecutively", claim 1, lines 16 and 18; and claim 3, lines 30 and 31, it is 
unclear what is taking place consecutively, specially when the word "consecutives" is 
being used twice in the same sentence and when and/or is also used. 

e) " a resource address and an access code", claim 4, lines 4-5, it is unclear how 
a resource address and an access code relate to the context of the claim. 

B. The following terms lack antecedent basis: 

a) "the specific processing", claim 1, lines 16 and 20; and claim 3, lines 30-31 

and 35. 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



6. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Applicant 
Admitted Prior Art (Pramhill et al., WO 98/44402; Frasse, "Compression pros deliver telecom 
with SITcomm 1.0"; and Abe et al., US 5,270,805), hereafter "A A PA". 
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7. Pramhill et al., Frasse, and Abe et al., are cited by the applicant in IDS Paper filed 
11/29/2000. 

8. As to claim 1 , AAPA discloses Pramhill as prior art. Pramhill teaches the invention 
substantially as claimed including a method in the transmission in a data communications 
network, particularly Internet (World Wide Web, abstract), of arbitrarily formatted files 
comprising one or more different data types (p 3, lines 17-18), between a sender comprising a 
data-processing device (web server 1, Fig. 1) connected to the data communications network 
(World Wide Web, 2, Fig. 1), wherein the sender represents an information provider, and one or 
more receivers with respective data processing devices connected with the data 
communications network, wherein each receiver represents a user (client computer 3, Fig. 1), 
wherein the transmission takes place via a dedicated server provided in or assigned to the data 
communications network (p 4, lines 12-13; and server 1, Fig. 3), and which, for the transmission 
that substantially takes place transparently for both sender and receiver, are downloaded to the 
data-processing device of the sender (p 18, lines 27 to p19 line 2), and wherein the method is 
characterized by processing a file (e.g. decrypting requested file a_graphic.gif, p 10, line 13) 
specifically for one or more users (for particular user whose request is granted by the sender in 
combination with e.g. a payment scheme, p3, lines 25-29) and/or one or more applications 
(Java enabled web browser, such as Netscape Navigator or Microsoft Explorer, p 6, lines 29-30) 
under determined conditions (request made by client and granted by server), the specific 
processing (e.g., decryption) taking place consecutively in a data processing device of the 
server during the transmission (Fig. 6 and Fig. 3) and/or consecutively in the data-processing 
device of the receiver as the file is received and/or in the data-processing device of the receiver 
after the file has been received (Fig. 9), and performing the specific processing with software 
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which is stored in one or more of the following: the sender, the server or the receiver, and, as 
required, is transmitted before or in phase with the processing to an actual processing location 
(decryption by the Java applet, p 10, line 12 which is stored at the receiver and transmitted from 
the sender to the receiver). 

9. Pramhill does not explicitly disclose a database storing the files which shall be 
transmitted or a database accessible from the sender. However, it is well known in the art, and 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention that the internet 
which is a combination of web servers and service provider servers, would comprise databases 
and/or file systems that may be located within each server and/or attached to each server. 

10. As to claim 2, AAPA discloses in p 1, lines 10-13 of the specification that data 
processing of files in connection with data transmission is well known in the art, such data 
processing can typically consist of various forms of compression coding in order to reduce the 
data volume which shall be transmitted. AAPA discloses Frasse and Abe et al. as prior arts. 
AIAPA discloses consecutive or approximately simultaneous steps for compression-coding the 
file which shall be transmitted with a proprietary data compression procedure or a general loss- 
free data compression procedure (specification, p 1, lines 10-13), dividing the compression- 
coded file in packets (Abe et al., abstract and col. 3, lines 27-34), c) transmitting the packet- 
divided compression-coded file to the dedicated server together with receiver addresses, and 
providing the packets with receiver address and transmitting the compression-coded file to one 
or more receivers according to the receiver addresses of the packets (Abe et al., col. 5, lines 1- 
6; Frasse, col. 1), and decoding the received file at the receiver according to the data 
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compression procedure or procedures already used for the compression coding (Abe et al., col. 

I, lines 56-59; Frasse, end of col. 3 and col. 4). 

II. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings presented by AAPA for Pramhill et al., Frasse, and Abe et al. The 
motivation is obviously clear to use Pramhill arrangement for data transmission to incorporate 
compression data processing as spelled out by the applicant in the background of the invention 
in p 1, lines 10-13 of the specification that data processing of files in connection with data 
transmission is well known in the art, such data processing can typically consist of various forms 
of compression coding in order to reduce the data volume which shall be transmitted. 

12. As to claim 3, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1 and 2 above. 

13. As to claim 4, Pramhill discloses the sender simultaneously with the initialization of the 
transmission or during or after the transmission to the server sending a message to the receiver 
with a resource address and an access code and receiving a confirmation from the server when 
the latter has received the file and the confirmation from the receiver when the latter has 
received the file and downloaded it to its data-processing device (Figs. 5, 10, and 11). 

14. As to claim 5, Pramhill and Abe et al. disclose the arbitrarily formatted file comprises one 
or more of the following data types, image data, alphanumeric data, graphic data and fonts (p 9, 
lines 20-21; Abe et al., col. 3, lines 27-34). Pramhill and Abe et al. do not disclose using the 
proprietary data compression procedure for compressing image data, and using the general 
loss-free compression procedure substantially for compression of alphanumeric data, graphics 



Application/Control Number: 09/674,969 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2154 

data and fonts. However, it is well known in the art and would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art at the time of the invention that proprietary data compression procedure is used for 
compressing image data, and general loss-free compression procedure is substantially used 
for compression of alphanumeric data, graphics data and fonts. 

15. As to claim 6, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1-3 above. In 
addition, the teachings of Pramhill, Frasse, and Abe et al. may obviously be combined to 
replace and/or add PramhiH's cryptographic or watermark file processing software at the 
sender's side and the automatically downloaded Java applet object from the sender to the 
receiver's side with software for data compression coding and decoding in the server and 
downloading said software automatically respectively to the data-processing device of the 
sender for coding the file when the transmission is initialized and to the data-processing device 
of the receiver for decoding the file when it is received. 

16. As to claim 7, Abe et al. discloses the packet division taking place dependent on the 
data type, such that each packet comprises a determined data type (col. 1, lines 45-55; and col. 
3, lines 27-34). 

17. As to claim 8, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1-3 and 6 above. In 
addition, Pramhill discloses the software for the specific processing either being stored at the 
sender and/or at the receiver and being transmitted to the data-processing device of the server 
when the processing shall take place, or beforehand stored in the data-processing device of the 
server, and after the specific processing again compression-coding the file with software stored 
in the server for transmission to the receiver (p 2, line 23 to p 3, line 29; and p10, lines 22-38), 
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the server on the basis of the receiver address checking whether processing conditions are 
present (e,g. a payment scheme, p3, lines 25-29; and p 11, lines 4-14). 

18. As to claim 9, Pramhill discloses the processing conditions assigned to a determined 
receiver address being stored in the server together with software for the processing and being 
accessed by the server on the basis of the receiver address (p 4, lines 15-29). 

19. As to claim 10, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1-3 and 6 above. In 
addition, Pramhill discloses performing the specific processing on one or more determined data 
types such that only packets comprising the determined data type are decoded before the 
processing and coded anew after the processing has terminated (p 9, line 15 to p 10, line 31). 

20. As to claim 1 1 , Pramhill discloses the decoding of the file at the receiver taking place 
consecutively as the file is received (p 10, lines 21-31). 

21. As to claims and 14, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 1-3 and 6 
above. In addition, Pramhill discloses the software for the processing either the encoding or the 
specific processing being stored at the receiver and/or in the sender and/or in the server and 
being transmitted to the data-processing device or the receiver when processing shall take 
place or beforehand being stored in the data-processing device of the receiver (p 2, line 23 to p 
3, line 29; and p10, lines 22-38). 
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22. As to claim 13, Abe et al. discloses storing the file as it is received in the data- 
processing device of the receiver, and then decoding the file by the receiver at a later suitably 
selected time (col. 8, lines 60-68). 

23. As to claim 15, Pramhill discloses the dedicated server being implemented on a 
general network server at the sender (p 4, lines 12-13; and server 1 , Fig. 3). 

24. As to claim 16, Pramhill discloses user names, receiver addresses, files and the given 
processing conditions assigned to user names or receiver addresses temporarily or 
permanently are stored in a database provided in the serve (inherent in p 11, lines 4-14). 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Nabil M El-Hady whose telephone number is (703) 308-7990. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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